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Often supporters tell me, “I feel so helpless 
when I read these stories” 
or  ask “Is there anything  
we can do apart from 
praying? Can we get 
money to them?” These 
are natural expressions of 
a desire to help brothers 
and sisters in a desperate 
situation. Sometimes there isn’t anything 
we can do and that can be frustrating 
but sometimes there are ways to make a 
difference. 

One of our main aims – alongside raising 
awareness, encouraging prayer and 
advocating for justice – is supporting victims 
of persecution. In some countries it involves 
supporting families of Christian prisoners; in 
others, it’s channelling aid to churches and 
Christian communities that have suffered 
violent attack. Another major part of our 
aid programme is supplying Bibles and 
Christian literature to countries where such 
resources are restricted.

In the following pages you’ll read about 
how we’re making a difference in China, 
Eritrea, India, Iran, Nigeria, North Korea, 
Pakistan and Uganda through our network 
of overseas partners organisations, many of 
them headed up by national Christians with 
direct experience of persecution in their 
home country. 

If you’d like to support any of these projects, 
please use the enclosed Response Form.
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President Xi Jinping’s sinicisation policy has  increased control of official 
churches through strict new regulations and has increased persecution 
of unregistered churches, with many church leaders in prison.

How does aid help Chinese Christians?
For security reasons it’s not possible to give exact details about the recipients of aid. 
Among the projects Church in Chains has supported recently are: supporting a church 
under sustained severe harassment and oppression from the Chinese authorities; providing 
legal aid to imprisoned pastors facing criminal charges; and providing for families of 
Christians in prison and some persecuted former prisoners. 

We are involved in supplying Bibles and Christian literature, including 
supplying digital Bible resources loaded on micro SD cards. The 
latest project funded has been a €5,000 grant to print and distribute 
children’s Bibles (now forbidden in China). 

Who are our partners?
Our main partner is China Aid which was founded by Bob Fu (pictured), 
a former Christian prisoner in China, who is a regular visitor to Ireland 
and has spoken at several Church in Chains events. 

We also partner with Chinese Church Support Ministries, which works 
to resource and equip the Chinese church with Bibles and Christian 
teaching materials.

AID TO CHINA

Pray for wisdom and creativity for China Aid and Chinese 
Church Support Ministries as they seek to respond to the 
many needs presented to them.

Chinese Children’s Bibles 
being printed (China Aid)
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President Isaias Afewerki has governed Eritrea since 1993 and severely 
represses anyone perceived to be a threat to the government, including 
Christians. All churches except the Eritrean Orthodox, Roman Catholic 
and Lutheran churches are banned and hundreds of Christians have been 
imprisoned indefinitely, including those pictured.

How does aid help Eritrean Christians?
Church in Chains works with its partner to support the families of Christian prisoners. 
Released prisoners in need also receive medicine, food and short-term accommodation.  
Some aid is used to help them to set up small business enterprises. 

Aid is also given to some former prisoners who have left the country and live in refugee 
camps, where they receive financial support and also discipleship training.

Who are Church in Chains’ partners?
Our partner is Release Eritrea, set up by Eritrean Christians living 
outside the country who are dedicated to standing with the 
persecuted church in Eritrea and seeking to meet the needs of those 
who suffer for their faith. 

Release Eritrea is led by Dr Berhane Asmelash (pictured), a former 
prisoner in Eritrea, who spoke at the Church in Chains conference 
in Dublin in 2023. He has extensive contacts and personally knows 
many of the long-term prisoners pictured above.

AID TO ERITREA

Pray for wisdom for Release Eritrea as it seeks to use 
funds wisely to meet the most pressing needs of Eritrean 
Christians.
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Persecution of Christians by Hindu militants mainly occurs in villages 
and rural areas. Militants assault worshippers, disrupt prayer meetings, 
vandalise church buildings and pressure police to arrest Christians under 
anti-conversion laws. 

How does aid help Indian Christians?
The rise in persecution has led to many pastors being arrested and held for several months 
before being able to secure bail, leaving their families without any income. Church in 
Chains has supported many pastors’ families and we also give aid to support victims of 
violent attacks with medical and hospital expenses and to Christians who are forced out 
of their homes and villages. 

We have also contributed to  Paran (a refuge centre for Christians 
in need of safety, rest, counselling and guidance after suffering 
persecution) which is currently undergoing its final fitting out.

Who are Church in Chains’ partners?
Our main partner is Persecution Relief which was founded by Shibu 
Thomas (pictured), an Indian businessman, in response to God’s 
call. Shibu has visited Ireland twice including speaking at our recent 
Supporters Day. Persecution Relief has a prayer network covering 
every district in India and provides immediate practical relief following 
appeals for help from all over the country.

AID TO INDIA

Pray for God’s blessing and strength for Shibu Thomas and 
his colleagues at Persecution Relief as they support those 
who have suffered injury or loss.

Church destroyed in Odisha state 
in November 2025 (Persecution Relief)
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Most Christians in Iran are converts from Islam and face persecution for meeting 
together to read the Bible and worship or for sharing their faith with others. They 
are often arrested in raids on homes or house church meetings and charged 
with “threatening national security” and “actions against the regime”.

How does aid help Iranian Christians?
Church in Chains works with several partners in the Iran region to provide support to 
Christian prisoners, their families, ex-prisoners and Iranian Christians forced to flee the 
country. Sometimes aid may be needed to pay for medical treatment or living expenses 
for those who are destitute because of persecution. 

Separately, we also provide support for the printing and distribution 
of Iranian New Testaments and discipleship programmes for church 
leaders in Iran. 

Who are Church in Chains’ partners?
We work with two main partners in the Iran region. Aid for material 
support for prisoners is channelled through Article 18, led by Mansour 
Borji (pictured), an Iranian convert who spoke at the Church in Chains 
conference in Dublin in 2022. 

Aid to support provision of Bibles and discipleship programmes is 
channelled through Elam Ministries. 

AID TO IRAN

Pray for great wisdom and protection for Article 18 and Elam 
Ministries as they serve the church in Iran in their respective 
roles in a challenging environment.

Mass baptism of Iranian Christians 
                                        (Elam Ministries)
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Over 3,000 Christians were killed in Nigeria last year (most in the north and 
Middle Belt regions). Attacks in the north are carried out by Islamist terrorist 
groups Boko Haram and ISWAP, and in the Middle Belt by militant Fulani 
herdsmen using heavy weapons to drive largely Christian farmers off fertile 
grazing land.

How does aid help Nigerian Christians?
Church in Chains works with its partner to provide emergency aid to displaced Christian 
communities following attacks – typically this involves supplying food aid buckets to 
families and sometimes blankets. We have also supported rebuilding and re-roofing 
projects so Christians can return home after attacks. Another area of support focuses 
on the delivery of trauma counselling to address the psychological 
trauma experienced by children following violent attack. Church in 
Chains has also supported the refurbishing of a convert care centre 
for Christian converts from Islam.

Who are Church in Chains’ partners?
Our main partner is Stefanos Foundation, set up by the Christian 
Association of Nigeria and  dedicated to making the voice of the 
persecuted Church heard as well as giving practical care and 
support in the most desperate situations. Stefanos is led by Mark Lipdo 
(pictured) who spoke at the Church in Chains conference in Dublin 
in 2024.

AID TO NIGERIA

Pray for provision and protection for Stefanos staff who are 
constantly travelling and working in dangerous situations.

Aid being distributed to displaced Christians in 
Plateau state in April 2025 (Stefanos Foundation)
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Kim Jong-Un, the Supreme Leader of North Korea since 2011, has continued 
the harsh religious repression practised by his father and grandfather. North 
Korean Christians today can only meet in small family groups at home in 
extreme secrecy. An estimated 30,000 Christians are in labour camps.

How does aid help North Korean Christians?
Church in Chains works with its partner to support the North Korean underground church 
by providing Bibles and four radio broadcasts per day into North Korea. It also provides 
discipleship training for North Korean Christian defectors through its “Underground 
University” programme. 

Further details cannot be shared for security reasons but our partner states, “We look 
for every possible way to bring the word of God to North Korea, with 
respect for law and in cooperation with local communities.”

Who are Church in Chains’ partners?
Our main partner is Voice of the Martyrs Korea which is led by Rev Dr 
Eric Foley (pictured) who co-founded the mission with his wife, Rev Dr 
Hyun Sook Foley. 

Eric spoke at the Church in Chains online conference in 2021. From 
its foundation, Voice of the Martyrs Korea has prioritised working with 
North Korean Christians to develop its ministry.

AID TO NORTH KOREA

Pray for great wisdom and creativity for Voice of the Martyrs 
Korea staff as they seek to support the North Korean 
underground church. 

Still from a short film about North 
Korean Christians (Voice of the Martyrs Korea)
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Christians experience social hostility and widespread discrimination in Pakistan. 
The controversial blasphemy laws are often misused to settle personal scores 
and many innocent Christians spend years in prison awaiting trial or appeal. 
Another major issue is the kidnapping and forced conversion and marriage of 
Christian girls and women to married Muslim men.

How does aid help Pakistani Christians?
Church in Chains works with its partners to support Christians accused under the blasphemy 
laws and their families, abducted Christian girls and their families and other Christians who 
face oppression or discrimination of various types. Aid has also been sent to Christians 
excluded from flood relief programmes.

Who are Church in Chains’ partners?
Church in Chains has several partners in Pakistan. CLAAS/Edge 
Foundation provides legal support for Christians accused under the 
blasphemy laws and channels aid to their families. It also supports the 
families of abducted Christian girls. 

Caring For God’s People arranges care for some prisoners and 
also supports a Christian school and a Christian women’s ministry. 
Christians’ True Spirit founded by Katherine Sapna (pictured) runs 
a shelter home caring for abducted Christian girls who’ve been 
rescued. They receive food, accommodation, psychological support 
and assistance in starting a new life.

AID TO Pakistan

Pray for provision and protection for CLAAS, Caring for 
God’s People and Christians’ True Spirit in their distinctive 
ministries aiding Pakistani Christians.

Ariha Gulzar (aged 14) with her family in April 
2025 after being rescued from her kidnappers 
(Edge Foundation)
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Uganda is over 80% Christian and most Christians can practise their faith freely. 
However, in Muslim-majority areas in eastern Uganda there has been a huge 
increase in violent attacks on Christians (particularly converts from Islam) in 
recent years. 

How does aid help Ugandan Christians?
After careful research to identify suitable partners, Church in Chains started its first aid 
project in summer 2025. The first project is supporting seventeen families who have had to 
flee their homes due to persecution. Some have been assisted with financial support for 
accommodation in new areas while four families are living in a designated safe house. 

The families are being supported  with food packages and assistance 
with medication and school fees have been paid for fourteen children 
from these families. Discipleship programmes have been provided for 
those who are converts from a Muslim background.

Who are Church in Chains’ partners?
Church in Chains’ partners in Uganda are Tower of Prayer Revival 
Ministry International led by Pastor Emmanuel Mwondha (pictured) and 
True Spiritual Sound Ministry which both operate in eastern Uganda. 
Both partners are engaged in Christian ministry and evangelism and 
have recently begun projects to aid persecuted Christians, having 
become aware of this growing need in the course of their ministries.

AID TO UGANDA

Pray for wisdom and protection for Tower of Prayer Revival 
Ministry International and True Spiritual Sound Ministry as 
they support persecuted Christians in Uganda.

Christian families being sheltered 
after threats against them 
(Tower of Prayer Revival Ministry)
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Hey Kids,
This issue of Junior Church in Chains is different to usual, as we’re not focusing 
on one country – instead, we’ve a picture roundup showing how money sent by 
Church in Chains is helping persecuted Christians around the world. And we’re 
thanking God for providing this aid!

First, we’ve news to share about one of the 
prisoners we prayed for during the Lent 
Prayer Project. Do you remember Zafar Bhatti, 
imprisoned since 2012 in Pakistan? The good 
news is that he was released at last in October 
(when the photo was taken) but the bad news 
is that only two days later he died. He’d been 
suffering from severe heart disease. Please ask 
God to comfort and bless Zafar’s widow Nawab at this really sad time.

You won’t find a quiz on the back page – instead there’s a questionnaire we’d 
love you to take part in. It’s all about Junior Church in Chains and asks what you 
like and don’t like, and what changes you want to see in future. We can’t wait to 
read your answers.

David, Virginia and Susanne



Thank you God for aid delivered in India, Nigeria and Pakistan

Let’s Pray 
Dear God,   

Thank you for helping Church in Chains to send aid to persecuted Christians around the world. Thank you for the supporters who make this possible by sending 
money for essentials like food, medicine, blankets and house repairs. Please help and protect Church in Chains’ partner organisations as they deliver aid where it’s 
needed, often making long and difficult journeys to get there. Bless and encourage those who receive it, and help them to know that they are loved.

Amen



Thank you God for aid delivered in India, Nigeria and Pakistan

Let’s Pray 
Dear God,   

Thank you for helping Church in Chains to send aid to persecuted Christians around the world. Thank you for the supporters who make this possible by sending 
money for essentials like food, medicine, blankets and house repairs. Please help and protect Church in Chains’ partner organisations as they deliver aid where it’s 
needed, often making long and difficult journeys to get there. Bless and encourage those who receive it, and help them to know that they are loved.

Amen



			 

Tell us what you think

Church in Chains is an Irish voice for persecuted Christians worldwide. We encourage 
prayer for them, talk about them to politicians and ambassadors in Ireland and 
send aid to help Christian victims of conflict and prisoners’ families abroad. Our 
charity number is CHY 23070.
PRIVACY PROMISE: Church in Chains will use any details given to keep you 
informed about our work. We will never sell or share your data with third parties. 
View our full Privacy Policy at www.churchinchains.ie/privacy-policy

Church in Chains staff plan to redesign the magazine 
in 2026 and we’d love to know your views on Junior 
Church in Chains so we can design your special 
pages the way you want. We’d really appreciate if you would take part 
in this questionnaire – you can (a) write your responses on this page, 
cut it out and get your mum or dad to post it to the Church in Chains 
office, or (b) work with your mum or dad to put the answers in an 
email. We’d also love feedback from parents, Sunday Club leaders and 
any other adults who use these pages. Thank you all!
 

  1.	 What do you like about Junior Church in Chains? ..............................  	
	 .......................................................................................................................................
 2.	 What do you not like?........................................................................................
      ........................................................................................................................................
 3.	 Are there enough pictures?............................................................................
 4.	 Do you like a focus on one country 
	 or would you prefer a change?.....................................................................
 5. 	 What kind of back-page quizzes and activities do you enjoy? 
      ........................................................................................................................................
 6. 	 Have you any suggestions for changes we could make 
      in the redesign?....................................................................................................
      ........................................................................................................................................
 7. 	 How do you use Junior Church in Chains? (Circle the one that applies) 	
      On your own  / with your mum or dad  /  in your church 
	Post responses to: Junior Church in Chains, PO Box 10447, 
Glenageary, Co. Dublin  Email responses to: info@churchinchains.ie 
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Two long-term prisoners released

Over thirty Zion Church leaders detained 

In mid November Zhang Shaojie of Nanle County Christian 
Church in Henan province was released at the end of his 
twelve-year sentence. He was imprisoned after a dispute 
with local officials who were trying to seize church land. 
After release, he was reunited with his 84-year-old mother. 
Pastor Zhang said, “I have seen the Holy Spirit’s presence 
every day. I am deeply grateful for help and support of 
the international community; otherwise, I might not be 
here today and might have been ‘disappeared’.” 

Earlier in November Pastor Xing Wenxiang of Holy Love 
Christian Church in Jinhua, Zhejiang province, was 
released from prison after a two-year reduction in her 
twelve-year sentence. Our partner China Aid stated, 
“These ten years in prison inflicted significant physical and 
mental trauma on her.” In July 2015 Pastor Xing Wenxiang, 
her husband Pastor Bao Guohua and ten other church 
workers were arrested after they resisted the campaign to 

remove church crosses in Zhejiang province. Bao Guohua was given a fourteen-year 
sentence and remains in prison with an expected release date of 2029. 

On 9 October Chinese authorities 
launched coordinated raids 
on churches across the large, 
unregistered Zion Church network, 
one of the largest unregistered 
church networks in China, with at 
least 5,000 members in more than 
one hundred branches in over 
forty cities. More than thirty pastors 
and church staff in at least seven 
cities were detained, disappeared 
or placed under house arrest and 
their homes and worship venues 
were ransacked, families harassed and property confiscated, including computers 
and mobile phones.

Some of the detained Christians were released following interrogation but eighteen 
pastors and staff have been charged with “illegal dissemination of religious information 
online” and placed in criminal detention at Beihai Detention Centre in Guangxi 
province, including senior pastor and church founder Jin (Ezra) Mingri. In a pastoral 
letter from prison he wrote: “Don’t worry about me. I find great comfort in being able 
to endure this little suffering for the gospel.” His wife Chunli Liu lives in the US with their 
three adult children, who have US citizenship. 
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Supreme Court to examine anti-conversion laws
India’s Supreme Court has agreed to hear petitions 
challenging the constitutionality of anti-conversion 
laws in various states across the country. Anti-
conversion legislation is currently in force in eleven 
states: Chhattisgarh, Gujarat, Haryana, Himachal 
Pradesh, Jharkhand, Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh, 
Odisha, Rajasthan (the state with the newest anti-
conversion laws, passed in September), Uttarakhand 
(which amended its laws in August to make them 
among the harshest of any state) and Uttar Pradesh.

Officially called “Freedom of Religion” laws, they are intended to stop Hindus being 
converted to other religions and forbid conversion by “force, fraud or allurement” 
but extremists use them as a licence to attack Christians, claiming they are forcing 
Hindus to convert. Typically, attackers raid church services, beat those gathered and 
have pastors arrested on false charges of forcibly converting Hindus.

On 16 September the Supreme Court issued notices to the state governments 
requesting responses regarding petitions challenging their anti-conversion laws. The 
governments were given four weeks to respond and the case is currently scheduled 
to be heard in December.

Chhattisgarh bans house churches
Police in Raipur, capital of Chhattisgarh state, 
told a meeting of nearly one hundred local 
Pentecostal pastors in August that house 
churches were to stop functioning until each 
congregation received permission from a 
local government official. Police said they 
were receiving numerous complaints that 
illegal conversions were occurring in house 
churches. No written order was served and 
Christian activists and pastors describe the 
verbal demand as an “informal ban”.

Pastors who attended the meeting said police 
suggested they could merge their house 
churches with established churches, but Ankush Baryekar, General Secretary of the 
Chhattisgarh Christian Forum, explained, “Our customs and rituals are very different 
from other churches” and noted that congregations of established churches have 
been Christian for generations, whereas Pentecostal congregations come from non-
Christian backgrounds.

The closure of house churches comes at great personal cost for pastors, as Ankush 
Baryekar also explained: “I had a successful career in housekeeping and then in 
gardening, but I gave it all up to preach daily. I am dependent on my church for a 
living.”  
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Zafar Bhatti dies three days after release

On 2 October Zafar Bhatti was acquitted by the Lahore High Court of blasphemy 
charges, released from prison and reunited with his wife Nawab. Tragically three days 
later, on 5 October, the 62-year-old pastor suffered a heart attack and died before 
medical help could reach him. 

Zafar had been in Rawalpindi’s Adiala Central Jail since July 2012 when he was 
charged with sending blasphemous text messages. He was held in custody for five 
years before being convicted in 2017 and sentenced to life imprisonment. In 2022, 
the sentence was upgraded to a death sentence. At least 47 appeal hearings 
between 2017 and 2025 were adjourned by judges for a wide variety of reasons and 
in recent years several recommendations by prison authorities for his release on bail 
on medical grounds were ignored.

Zafar’s acquittal following a hearing on 25 September when his lawyer Saiful Malook 
(who secured the acquittal of Asia Bibi in October 2018) argued that there was no 
substantive evidence to support his conviction. The judges accepted this reasoning 
and acquitted Zafar Bhatti of all charges.

People who met Zafar after his release reported that he seemed to be in reasonable 
health and in good spirits. He had been reunited with his wife Nawab and was 
looking forward to the future. A medical check-up had been scheduled for him for 6 
October, but by then Zafar was dead.

Zafar suffered two minor heart attacks in 2019 and a further heart attack in 2020. In 
early 2025, the prison doctor stated that he had critical heart disease, his heart function 
was at only 10%, and that there were no further treatment options available.

Responding to the news of his death, David Turner (Director, Church in Chains) said, 
“We are shocked by the news of Zafar’s sudden death and are greatly saddened 
that he and his wife Nawab had such a short time together following his release from 
prison. We encourage our supporters now to pray for Nawab who had waited so 
long for his release and whose joy has so suddenly turned to grief.”
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On Saturday 27 September our annual 
Supporters Day took place in Trinity Church in 
Dublin City Centre. We started the day with 
worship led by members from Bethel Sanctuary 
International Church and prayer. 

Shibu Thomas, founder of our Indian partner 
organisation Persecution Relief, then gave 
the keynote speech. He explained: “India has 
never faced a situation like this in the last 78 
years of Indian independence. This is the time where maximum number of Christians 
are in the jails.” In thirteen Indian states anti-conversion laws have led to increased 
violence against Christians including disruption of church services, beatings and 
imprisonment of pastors and burning of homes and church buildings.

Shibu shared a number of powerful testimonies of persecuted Indian Christians, telling 
delegates about pastors sharing their faith  with other inmates in prison and attackers 
who came to faith after their Christian victims forgave them. Shibu emphasised the 
importance of loving and praying for persecutors: “We can’t go and hate them… 
because God said pray for them, God said love them unconditionally. So that’s why 
the motto that the Lord has given me for Persecution Relief is ‘serving persecuted 
and loving persecutors’.”

Shibu concluded his talk by asking us to keep praying for his country and encouraged 
us that while persecution is increasing, the church is growing and becoming more 
unified: “Continue praying for India. Continue praying for the prime minister. There 
is great unity among the church because people are fearful because of the 
persecution that is happening. So everybody needs everybody. So there is a great 
bonding happening. People are coming together. The denominational barriers are 
breaking and people are coming together and standing together for the kingdom 
of God.”

In the following Q&A session Shibu dealt with questions from whether there has been 
any success in challenging the anti-conversion laws in the courts of India to how 
Christians meet if their church buildings are closed.  

After a break for lunch and Indian snacks 
there was more worship and also time 
to visit five prayer rooms and pray for 
persecuted Christians in China, Eritrea, 
India, Iran and Nigeria. 

As always it was lovely to catch up with 
supporters who attended in person 
and great to see that many watched 
the livestream and the recording on 
YouTube.

“SERVING THE PERSECUTED; LOVING THE PERSECUTORS”
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MEETING IRISH CHRISTIANS AT KINFIRE

INTERNATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER

In August, Susanne Chipperfield and David Turner 
travelled to Kilkenny College to be part of the 
Kinfire Festival – now in its third year of gathering 
Christians from across the island for a time of 
worship, teaching, reflection, fellowship and fun 
for all the family.

Church in Chains had a 
“pop-up” stand for one 
day at the Festival and we 
were delighted to meet 
and chat with supporters 
and to explain our work to 
those who we met at the 
stand. Church in Chains 
provided a branded air 
freshener to be included 
in the welcome pack 
received by the more than 
400 people who attended 
Kinfire.

Church in Chains also worked with Open Doors 
on a special “Secret Church” late-night event 
on the campus of the college. In a “Behind Bars” 
section of the event, David Turner performed a 
dramatised telling of the story of Zafar Bhatti.

Thank you to all the churches across Ireland 
that participated in this year’s International 
Day of Prayer for the Persecuted Church 
(IDOP) in November. We were delighted 
to supply prayer resources to 32 churches 
around Ireland – in counties Antrim, Armagh, 
Cavan, Cork, Dublin, Galway, Kilkenny, 
Mayo, Tipperary, Westmeath, and Wicklow.

The focus of IDOP in Ireland this year was on 
India and many churches showed a three-

minute video featuring our Indian partner Shibu Thomas (Persecution Relief) and used 
prayer points which were printed on a prayer card made available to all present in 
the various churches.
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THANK YOU CORCAGHAN
In early October, the 21st annual 
Corcaghan Gospel Concert for the 
Persecuted Church was held as usual 
in the Corcaghan Community Centre 
in Co. Monaghan.

It was another great evening of 
Country Gospel music introduced in 
his usual warm style by the inimitable 
Walter Pringle. Grace McClintock sang 
at Corcaghan for the first time joining 
regular performers Gordon Quinn and 
Parker Donnelly. The Ballybay Country Gospel Group anchored the evening leading 
congregational singing as well as performing their own songs.

Grace McClintock
with Gordon quinn

David Turner (Church in Chains) made a presentation about 
this year’s chosen project, “A Safe Haven”, for Christian 
women in Pakistan (in conjunction with our partner Caring For 
God’s People) and there was, once again, a marvellous and 
generous response from the audience. The overall total raised 
by the concert this year was €6,421.

Held every year since 2005, the Corcaghan concerts have 
raised over €100,000 for overseas projects and the money has 
been used to provide aid for prisoners’ families in Eritrea, India 
and Pakistan, Bibles for China, North Korea and Iran and to re-
roof houses for Christians in Nigeria amongst other projects.

Behind the success of Corcaghan is a dedicated and totally committed team of hard-
working volunteers who make the event run like clockwork including providing supper 
for the audience. Church in Chains thanks each volunteer for their input – especially 
Cecil and Iris Deering whose idea it was back in 2005 to run a concert to benefit 
persecuted Christians and who have kept it going ever since.

David Turner & Walter Pringle

Cecil & Iris Deering

Ballybay Country gospel group



When you are writing Christmas cards to family and friends this 
year, please consider sending a card to a Christian prisoner 
of faith in China or Pakistan. 

Pastor Yang Rongli of Linfen Golden Lampstand Church and 
her husband Pastor Wang Xiaoguang have been in prison 
since August 2021. She is serving a 15-year sentence. 

Pastor Wang Yi of Early Rain Covenant Church has been 
in prison since December 2018. He is is serving a nine-year 
prison sentence.

Ashfaq Masih has been in prison in Pakistan since 2017, when 
he was accused of blasphemy. He is waiting for an appeal to 
be heard against the death sentence imposed in July 2022.

What do I need to remember when writing my card? 

Keep to a simple Christmas greeting as the content of your 
card will have to be translated.

DON’T make any criticism of the government 

DON’T mention Church in Chains

DON’T refer to their arrest or sentence 

DON’T include your address 

ENCOURAGE A CHRISTIAN PRISONER THIS CHRISTMAS



ENCOURAGE A CHRISTIAN PRISONER THIS CHRISTMAS

Pastor Yang Rongli
Yaodu District Detention Center
Nantaijian Village, Wucun Town 
Yaodu District, Linfen City
Shanxi Province 041000 
CHINA 

Postage: €2.65 or W  (£3.40 from UK)

Pastor Wang Yi
Jintang Prison
Huopan Road, Qingjiang Town,
Jintang County, Chengdu City, 
Sichuan Province 610409
CHINA

Postage: €2.65 or W (£3.40 from UK)

Ashfaq Masih 
c/o The Edge Foundation 
PO Box 5043 
Model Town A Block 
Lahore 
PAKISTAN 

Postage: €2.65 or W (£3.40 from UK) 



Giving to Church in ChainS

www.churchinchains.ie

Church in Chains is entirely supported by voluntary donations.

Gifts are used to pay for all the necessary expenses, including salaries, associated 
with our campaigning work and to distribute grants to overseas partners supporting 
persecuted Christians in Central Asia, China, Eritrea, India, Iran, Iraq, Middle East, Nigeria, 
North Korea and Pakistan.

Cheques etc. 	 should be made payable to Church in Chains.

Online giving 	 at www.churchinchains.ie via PayPal. 
			   NOTE: You don’t need a PayPal account.

Bank transfers 	 Contact us for our bank details.

Details about standing orders, legacies and tax-efficient giving available on request. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE ABOUT GIVING ONLINE 

If you are giving online via Bank Transfer or PayPal and would like 
to give a gift to Christians in a particular country, please DO NOT 
INCLUDE THE COUNTRY NAME in the reference field of the payment.

We advise this because we know from previous experience that 
mention of a country name in the reference field of a payment can 
cause difficulties.

Instead, please leave the reference field blank and email us at 
info@churchinchains.ie with your wishes.

Thank you!


